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National Construction Code 2025
Governing Requirements, Definitions & Referenced Standards
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Learning Objectives

Purpose and Learning Objectives

Identify Changes to Governing Requirements

Highlight key updates to NCC 2025 governing requirements that impact compliance pathways

Understand Updated Definitions

Explain new and revised definitions introduced in NCC 2025, clarifying how these changes affect DTS provisions, 

performance requirements, and design assumptions.

Review Referenced Documents

Explore changes to referenced standards and documents, including updated editions

Purpose

Ease the transition to the upcoming NCC 2025 and equip the practitioners for the adoption window and ensures smoother approvals.
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NCC 2025 TIMELINE
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1st May 2026 
(TBC)

Possible Adoption

NCC 2025 may be formally 

adopted by States & Territories

(Note: Some provisions have a 1 

year transition period)

1st Feb 2026

NCC 2025 preview 

released for public review 

and industry preparation.
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Governing Requirements

A2G2(5)

Structural

A4G1

Documents

A5G3

Evidence of 

Suitability

A5G6

Fire Hazard & 

combustibility 

A6G11

Class 10
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A2G2 – Structural Performance Solutions

NCC 2022

• Compliance with all Performance 

Requirements or 

• Equivalent to the DTS 

NCC 2025

Equivalent to the DTS only
A2G2(5) – Structural Performance Solution  

New Rule
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A4G1 — Referenced Documents

Clause Change Type Key Details

Referenced documents

A4G1

Amendment (major -

new mechanism)

• Primary referenced documents now include Schedule 2 and the new 

Register of Alternative Referenced Documents.

• Only one edition (Schedule 2 or Register) can be used for a DTS or 

Verification Method.

• Clarified rules for secondary referenced documents and when 

updated editions may be used.
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A4G1 — Referenced Documents
New Recognition Pathway via the Register

Schedule 2 OR ABCB Register (ARDR)

Document edition & date in permits

The Register allows updated standards between NCC cycles

Start: Select Document

Listed in Schedule 2
OR Register?

Performance Solution 
Required

Use for DtS

YESNO
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A5G3 — Evidence of Suitability
Clarifying Accredited Testing & FRL Evidence Requirements
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Clause Change Type Key Details

Evidence of Suitability
A5G3

Amendment (minor -
clarifications)

• FRL Evidence: Link to S1C2(b) and (c) pathways ensuring 
consistency.

• Accredited Lab Reports: Acceptable: Full test, Short-form 
regulatory info, Assessment reports

• Report Quality Standards: Must be unabridged fulfilling the 
A5G3(d) description & meet A5G2(2).

• Mandatory Testing Cases: Standard Fire Test, Combustibility, 
Fire Hazard, AS 5113.
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A5G3 — Evidence of Suitability
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A5G3 — Evidence of Suitability
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Explanatory Information NCC 2025 

Explanatory Information NCC 2022 



Office of the State Building Surveyor

13



Office of the State Building Surveyor

A5G6 — Fire hazard properties and combustibility 
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Clause Change Type Key Details

A5G6 Amendment (major) • Specific Test Standards: 
NCC 2022: If a DTS Provision requires a fire hazard property, it determines by specifications.

NCC 2025: Recasts the clause into explicit test-standard pathways for each property (e.g., AS 

1530.2/3) rather than generic specifications.

• Pathways: Identical to prototype OR minor departures if confirmed by Accredited Testing Laboratory.

• Non-Combustibility: Use AS 1530.1 or C2D10(5). Assemblies of non-combustible parts are deemed 

compliant.

A5G6 Addition (new content 
within clause)

• NCC 2025 new combustibility framework: Use AS 1530.1 or C2D10(5). Assemblies of non-
combustible parts are deemed compliant.

(A5G6 Notes/transition) Clarification / 
transition note

• NCC 2025 Adds a note guidance that (for a transition period) determination need not be undertaken 
by an Accredited Testing Laboratory until adoption of the next edition of NCC.
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A5G6 - Fire hazard properties and combustibility 

NCC 2025 
NCC 2022 
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A5G6 — Fire hazard properties and combustibility 
Flow Chart - Fire Hazard Properties & Combustibility pathway
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A6G11 - Clarification of definition for Class 10 

NCC 2022:

NCC 2025:
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SE C T IO N 0 2

Definitions

Amended Definitions Newly Added Terms
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Amended Definitions — Schedule 1 (excluded State variations)
Key clarifications affecting interpretation and compliance assessment

Mezzanine

Critical for RIS Calculation

Fire Hazard Properties

Aligns with A5G6

Combustible

Material Compliance

Cavity

Energy & Condensation

Condensation

Health & Amenity

Envelope

Energy Efficiency

Fire Source Feature

Siting & Separation

Surface Water

Drainage Design

Check Schedule 1 for full text
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Amended definitions: Mezzanine

NCC 2022:

NCC 2025:
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Amended definitions: Fire Hazard Properties

NCC 2022:

NCC 2025:
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Amended definitions: Combustible

NCC 2022:

NCC 2025:



Office of the State Building Surveyor

24

Amended definitions: Fire Source Feature

NCC 2022:

NCC 2025:
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New Definitions — NCC 2025

Allotment

Siting & Planning

Collected

Water Management

Control Layer

Condensation

Fire Protected Steel

Structural Fire

Ramps (Types)

Accessibility

Rising Damp

Health & Amenity

Stormwater

Drainage Design

Check Schedule 1 for full text
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Ramp Types — NCC 2025 Definitions

Kerb Ramp

NCC 2025 Definition

"A ramp incorporated in a kerb."

Step Ramp

NCC 2025 Definition

"A ramp, other than a kerb ramp, not exceeding 190 
mm in height."

Threshold Ramp

NCC 2025 Definition

"A ramp located in or at a threshold."
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Referenced Standards

Updated
Editions

Newly
Added

Transition
Notes
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AS 1170.4 2024

AS 1926.1 2024AS 1530.1 2024

AS 1668.2 & 4 2024

AS 1670.1, .3 & .4 2024

AS 1684.4 2024

AS/NZS 3500 Series 2025 AS 4055 2024

AS ISO 717.1 2024

AS 3786 2023

Referenced Standards — Updated Editions
Updates to primary referenced documents in NCC 2025
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Referenced Standards — Newly Added
New standards introduced in NCC 2025 for specific applications

NewAS/NZS ISO 13256.1 – 2023 

Water source heat pumps — Testing and 

rating for performance — Water-to-air and 

brine-to-air heat pumps

J6D12

New

AS 5346 – 2023 

Exterior finish and insulation 

systems

H1D7
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Referenced Standards — Transition Notes

Validity Rule:

Existing test reports remain valid if testing was conducted prior to the new edition's adoption. New testing conducted after the NCC adoption date must use the new referenced edition.

AS ISO 717.1:2024 New Reference

Updated reference point to 2024 edition.

AS 1530.1 Transitional

1994 → 2024 Old reports valid; new tests use 2024.

AS 1530.8.1 Amendment

2018 → 2018 Amnd.1 New tests use Amendment 1.

AS 1670 Series Admin Update

Renumbered: A4G1(5) →  A4G1(6) Intent unchanged.

AS 3786:2023
Expanded Path

Expanded pathway. Introduces 2023 edition.

NSF/ANSI/CAN 372 Dual Validity

Reports to 2020 and 2022 remain valid.
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Summary & Key Takeaways

NCC 2025 — Part 1: Governing Requirements, Definitions & Referenced Standards

Critical Clauses Updated New/Amended Definitions Standards with Transitions

Governing Requirements

A2G2(5): Structural Performance Solutions now require strict 
reliability benchmarks.

A4G1: New ARDR register provides flexibility for referenced 
documents.

A5G3: Accredited lab reports mandatory for FRL evidence 
suitability.

A5G6: Expanded fire hazard properties to include 
combustibility pathways.

A6G11: Class 10 structures clarified as strictly "non-habitable".

Definitions

Amended: Clarifications to remove ambiguity and 
close loopholes.

New Terms: Introduction of specific technical 
terminology.

Mezzanine Combustible Envelope

Condensation Control Layer

Fire Protected Steel Ramps Stormwater

Referenced Standards

Updated Editions: Major updates to AS 1170.4, 
AS 1428.1, AS 1530.1.

Newly Added: EIFS (AS 5346) & Heat Pump 
standards included.

AS 1530.1 Combustibility 1994 → 2024

AS 3500 Plumbing 2021 → 2025

AS 1170.4 Earthquake 2007 → 2024

Ready for NCC 2025 Adoption
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THANK YOU
NCC 2025 Education Series — Part 1
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