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National Construction Code 2025  
Key Changes in NCC 2025 – Volume 2, Housing Provisions Standard and Livable Housing Design Standard:
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Learning Objectives

Purpose and Learning Objectives
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Identify Key Changes

Distinguish critical updates in Parts H1–H8 compared to NCC 2022 Amendment 2 baseline requirements.

Interpret Provisions

Develop the ability to correctly interpret the proposed NCC 2025 changes with confidence across relevant design and compliance scenarios.

Understand Practical Impacts

Identify where and how these requirements apply practically, ensuring confident application in both DTS and Performance Solution pathways.

Purpose

Ease the transition to the NCC 2025 – NCC Volume 2, Housing Provisions Standard and Livable Housing Design Standard and equip the 

practitioners with the skills to confidently apply these changes in their housing projects.
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NCC 2025 TIMELINE

1st May 2026

Victoria to adopt NCC 2025

(Note: Some provisions have a 1 year 
transition period)

1st Feb 2026

NCC 2025 preview released 

for public review and 
industry preparation.
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Agenda

Safe Movement and Access Concession for Threshold Ramps (H5P1) l Threshold ramp, step ramps and kerb ramps concession l AS1657 to class 10b structures

Energy Efficiency
“Floor Area” definition removed from Outdoor Living Area (S42C2) l Slab edge insulation (S42C4) l Insulation overhangs ranges l Insulation to waffle pod 
slabs

Ancillary Provisions Climbability restrictions for swimming pool boundary barriers

Livable Housing Design Standard
Wording “allotment” amended for Livable Housing Design guideline concession l Gradient measurement clarification l Towel rail encroachment into 
circulation space l Timber framing used in lieu of timber noggins l Bathroom niches location

Structure
Robust Structural Perf. Solution Pathway (H1P1 & H1V1) l New DTS for External Wall Insulation and Finish Cladding System (H1D7) l 

Amended Wind Regions

Damp & Weatherproofing Drainage provisions for Swimming Pools (H2P4, H2D1 & H2D2) l Weatherproofing Verification Method (H2V1)

Fire Safety
Accredited Testing Laboratory for Fire Hazard Properties (H3D2) l Introduction of newly defined term ‘allotment’ l Open Carport as an allowable 
encroachment

Health and Amenity
DTS pathway for Natural Ventilation via AS1668.4 (H4D7) l Fibre cement sheeting revision l Shower area requirements l Threshold ramps l Ventilation of 
room and spaces concession l Membrane vapour permeance l Cavity construction l Roof spaces insulation
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STRUCTURE
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Clause H1P1 – Structural Reliability and Resistance
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H1P1: Structural Reliability and Resistance

NCC 2022: 
NCC 2025: 

STRUCTURE

A2G2: 
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H1P1: Structural Reliability and Resistance

NCC 2022: NCC 2025: 

STRUCTURE
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Verification Method H1V1 – Structural Reliability of 
Components
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H1V1: Structural Reliability of Components

NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

STRUCTURE
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Clause H1D7 - Roof and Wall Cladding 
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H1D7: Roof and Wall Cladding

NCC 2022: NCC 2025: 

STRUCTURE
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H1D7: Roof and Wall Cladding

NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

STRUCTURE
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Section 2 – Structure (Housing Provisions)

Housing Provision 

Clauses

NCC Volume 2 

Reference

Type of 

Change

Key Details

Table 2.2.3b & Figure 

2.2.3

H1D2 Amendment • Amended to reflect on revised wind regions

• Increase in Victoria’s A5 Wind region

2.2.4(q) H1D2 Amendment • Amended to include wind region B2

Structure
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Table 2.2.3b and Figure 2.2.3 (HP): Design events for safety and wind regions

NCC 2022: NCC 2025: 

STRUCTURE

(Images from ABCB, 2026)
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Section 4 – Footings and slabs (Housing Provisions)

Housing Provision 

Clauses

NCC Volume 2 

Reference

Type of 

Change

Key Details

4.2.22 H1D4 Amendment • Clarify the required specification for recessed areas

STRUCTURE
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Section 4 (HP): Footings and Slabs

NCC 2022: NCC 2025: 

STRUCTURE
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DAMP AND WEATHERPROOFING
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Performance Requirement H2P4 – Drainage from 
Swimming Pools 
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H2P4: Drainage from Swimming Pools
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

DAMP and WEATHERPROOFING
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Clause H2D1 – Deemed-to-Satisfy
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H2D1: Deemed-to-satisfy Provisions
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

DAMP and WEATHERPROOFING
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Clause H2D2 – Drainage
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H2D2: Drainage

NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

DAMP and WEATHERPROOFING
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Verification Method H2V1 – Weatherproofing
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H2V1: Weatherproofing

NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

DAMP and WEATHERPROOFING
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H2V1: Weatherproofing

NCC 2025: 

DAMP and WEATHERPROOFING
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Clause H2D6 - Roof and Wall Cladding 
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H2D6: Roof and Wall Cladding

NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

DAMP and WEATHERPROOFING
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FIRE SAFETY
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Clause H3D2 – Fire Hazard Properties and Non-
Combustible Building Elements
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H3D2: Fire Hazard Properties and non-combustible elements

NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

FIRE SAFETY
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FIRE SAFETY
H3D2: Fire Hazard Properties and non-combustible elements

NCC 2025: 

Accredited Testing Laboratory: One of the following: 

(a) An organisation accredited by the National Association of Testing Authorities Australia (NATA) 

to undertake the relevant tests. 

(b) An organisation outside Australia accredited to undertake the relevant tests by an authority 

recognised by NATA through a mutual recognition agreement.

(c) An organisation recognised as being an Accredited Testing Laboratory under legislation at 

the time the test was undertaken. 

(Image from NATA, 2026)
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Section 9 – Fire safety (Housing Provisions)

Housing Provision 

Clauses

NCC Volume 2 

Reference

Type of 

Change

Key Details

9.2.8(b) H3D3 Amendment • Amended to clarify location of ‘another building’.

• Introduced new defined term ‘allotment’.

9.2.9

9.2.9(3)

H3D3 Amendment • Amended to utilise the new defined term ‘allotment’.

• Open carports introduced as an allowable encroachment.

FIRE SAFETY
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Section 9 (HP): Fire Safety

NCC 2022: NCC 2025: 

FIRE SAFETY
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Part 9.2 (HP): Fire Separation of External Walls

NCC 2022: NCC 2025: 

FIRE SAFETY

Clause 9.2.9 of the Housing Provisions: Clause 9.2.9 of the Housing Provisions:
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FIRE SAFETY
Section 9 (HP): Fire Safety
NCC 2025: 

Clause 9.2.9 of the Housing Provisions:

Carport meeting Clause 9.2.8

More than 1.8 m 

Within 1.8 m of carport but at 

least 500 mm clear to sky
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HEALTH AND AMENITY
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Clause H4D7(2) – Ventilation
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H4D7: Ventilation
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

HEALTH AND AMENITY
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H4D7: Ventilation

NCC 2025: 

HEALTH AND AMENITY

(Image from Standards Australia, 2026)
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Section 10 – Health and amenity (Housing Provisions)

Housing Provision 

Clauses

NCC Volume 2 

Reference

Type of 

Change

Key Details

10.2.9 H4D3(b)(ii) Clarification • Clarify provisions regarding fibre cement sheeting

10.2.14 H4D3(b)(ii) Clarification • Clarify requirements for shower areas (enclosed and unenclosed shower 

areas)

10.3.1(f) H4D4 Clarification • Clarify that the provision does not apply to threshold ramps

10.6.2 H4D7(2)(a) Amendment • New exemption on ventilation requirement for specialised rooms and 

spaces that are occupied neither frequently nor for extended periods

10.8.1 H4D9 Amendment • Provide further specifications on membrane vapour permeance 

(dependent on wall construction) 
• Provide further details for cavity construction.

10.8.3

10.8.4

H4D9 Amendment • In NCC 2022, 10.8.3 applied to all roof spaces. In NCC 2025, 10.8.3 is 

amended and applies to roof spaces where the primary insulation layer is 
not parallel to the roof plane

• Added to specify requirements for roof spaces where the primary 

insulation layer is parallel to the roof plane.

HEALTH AND AMENITY 
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Part 10.2 (HP) – Wet area waterproofing
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

HEALTH AND AMENITY
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Part 10.2 (HP) – Wet area waterproofing
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

HEALTH AND AMENITY
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Part 10.3 (HP) – Room Heights
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

HEALTH AND AMENITY
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Part 10.6 (HP) – Ventilation
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

10.6.2 - Ventilation Requirements: 

10.6.2 - Ventilation Requirements: 

(Images from ABCB, 2026)
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Part 10.8 (HP) – Condensation Management
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

HEALTH AND AMENITY
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Part 10.8 (HP) – Condensation Management
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

HEALTH AND AMENITY
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Part 10.8 (HP) – Condensation Management

NCC 2025: 

HEALTH AND AMENITY
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SAFE MOVEMENT AND ACCESS
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Clause H5P1 – Movement to and within a building
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H5P1: Movement to and within a building

NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

SAFE MOVEMENT AND ACCESS
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SAFE MOVEMENT AND ACCESS
H5P1: Movement to and within a building

NCC 2025: 
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Housing Provisions 2025
Section 11 – Safe Movement and Access

Housing Provision 

Clauses

NCC Volume 2 

Reference

Type of Change Key Details

11.2.3(c) H5D2 Amendment 

(new concession)

• Concession introduced for threshold ramps, step ramps and kerb 

ramps

11.2.4(3) H5D2 Amendment 

(new concession)

• Concession for threshold ramps

11.2.7,

11.3.3(2)(c)
11.3.5(2)(d)

H5D2

H5D3

Amendment & New • New provision permitting fixed platforms, walkways, stairways and 

ladders for Class 10b structures to comply with AS1657 in lieu of 
Part 11.2.

• Associated barriers and handrails may also comply with AS1657.
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY
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Specification S42C2(3)(b) – Heating and Cooling Loads 
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S42C2 – Heating and Cooling Loads
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY

S42C2 – Heating and Cooling Loads

NCC 2025: 
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Specification S42C4(1) – Additional Deemed-to-Satisfy 
Provisions (House Energy Rating Software)
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PART S42C4(1) – Additional Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions (House 
Energy Rating Software)
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY
PART S42C4(1) – Additional Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions 
(House Energy Rating Software)

NCC 2025: 

NCC 2022: 
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Section 13 (HP) – Energy Efficiency

Housing Provision Clauses NCC Volume 2 

Reference

Type of Change Key Details

13.2.5, H6D6(1)(b)(i) Amendment • Extended the application of DTS clauses to cover greater 

overhangs ranges. Please refer to individual tables and 
table notes. 

13.2.6 H6D6(1)(b)(i) Amendment • Clarified DTS application to waffle pod slabs

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
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ANCILLARY PROVISIONS AND ADDITIONAL 
CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS
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Clause H7D2 – SWIMMING POOL
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H7D2: Swimming Pools
NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

ANCILLARY PROVISIONS AND ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS
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H7D2: Swimming Pools

ANCILLARY PROVISIONS AND ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS

(Re-iteration of Image from Standards Australia, 2026)
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LIVABLE HOUSING DESIGN
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Clause H8D2(2)(b)(iii) – Livable Housing Design
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H8D2: Livable Housing Design

NCC 2022: 

NCC 2025: 

Livable Housing Design
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H8D2: Livable Housing Design

Site:  “Means part of the allotment of 
 land on which a building stands or is to erected”.

  I.e. Construction site, demolition 
 site, etc.

Livable Housing Design

Allotment: “An area of land shown on an  
 approved plan of subdivision for  
 which a separate title is held or  
 issued”. 

  I.e. Plan of subdivision associated 
  with a separate certificate of title. 
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Clause H8D2(1) – Livable Housing Design (ABCB Standard 
for Livable Housing Design)
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Relevant Clauses Type of Change Key Details

1.1(2)(iii), 1.1(4)(c)(iii), 

1.2(1)(b),
2.3(b), 2.4(c)

Clarification • It is clear now the gradient stipulated in the Standard is the 

steepest permitted.

2.3 Applications 

2.4 Applications

Clarification • Improved readability

Figure 4.2 Information Amendment • Towel rail may encroach into sanitary compartment circulation 

space

6.2(2)(b) Clarification • Confirms reinforcing only need to be provided where possible if a 

window is in the way.

6.2(3)(c), Figure 6.2a, 

Figure 6.2c, Figure 6.2f

Amendment & 

Clarification

• Changed wordings from “timber noggings” to “timber framing”

Figure Notes for:

Figure 6.2a, Figure 6.2b, Figure 
6.2c, Figure 6.2d

Amendment • Clarifies bathroom niches may be located within the positions 

designated for wall reinforcing, not just bath niches.

Livable Housing Design 2025 Preview Changes
Clause H8D2(1) – Livable Housing Design: 
NCC 2025: 



Thank you
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