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COLD WATER PLUMBING 

Plumbing Practice Note CW-02: Water supply for dental 

consoles  

This Practice Note provides guidance on installation requirements when connecting drinking 

water supply at dental surgery. 
 

The content below provides guidance on:  

• Installation requirements 

 

 

For guidance on the plumbing regulatory framework refer to Plumbing Practice Note CW-01 

Cold Water Plumbing – Regulatory Framework 

 

Abbreviations & Definitions 

The abbreviations and definitions set out below are for guidance only. They are not intended to vary 

those set out in the Building Act 1993 or the Plumbing Regulations 2018. 

• AS – Australian Standard 

• AS/NZS – Australian/ New Zealand Standard 

• DCAP – Dual Check Valve with Atmospheric Port 

• NCC – National Construction Code 2019, Volume Three 

• Regulations – Plumbing Regulations 2018 

Installation Requirements  

To minimise contamination of any part of the drinking water supply and to eliminate impact on 
building occupants, water services installation must be carried out in accordance with Part B5 of the 
National Construction Code (NCC), Volume 3. This requirement also applies to installation of cold 
water, heated water, non-drinking water and firefighting water services. 

At the instances where dental consoles are required to be installed in a dental surgery, attention must 
be given to ensure the installation does not compromise the drinking water service or supply.  

While the zone hazard rating for dental surgeries is low, and similarly, individual hazard ratings for 
dental consoles are also low, the contamination control in accordance with Part BS5.1.4 of the NCC 
must be installed.  

Each of these hazard ratings, associated with the dental surgery, must be considered and installation 
of dental consoles must comply with Section 4 of AS/NZS 3500.1. 
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The Figure 1 below shows an example of a typical cold water supply connection to a dental console 

incorporating an isolation valve, a backflow device, a line filter and a pressure limiting valve. 

 

Figure 1: Example of a typical dental console water supply connection 

 

Related Documentation  

• Plumbing Regulations 2018 

• National Construction Code 2019 Volume Three  

• AS/NZS 3500.1:2018 Plumbing and drainage Part 1: Water services  

 

List of Amendments 

• Amended for compliance with current Plumbing Regulations, NCC and Australian Standards 

• Format update 

• Minor amendments to improve readability  

 

Version History  

• Version 1, published 05 August 2022, supersedes Technical Solution Sheet 5.02 Water supply for 

dental consoles (published April 2014). 
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Contact Us  

 

If you have a technical enquiry, please email plumbingtechnicaladvice@vba.vic.gov.au                     

or call 1300 815 127. 

 

Victorian Building Authority 

Goods Shed North  

733 Bourke Street  

Docklands VIC 3008 

www.vba.vic.gov.au 

 

Copyright 

© August 2022 Victorian Building Authority (VBA).  

This Practice Note has been prepared and published by the VBA for general educational and information purposes only. This 

publication must not be copied, reproduced, published, adapted, or communicated by any person without the VBA’s prior written 

consent or as permitted by the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The VBA makes no warranties or representations whatsoever about the 

accuracy, reliability, suitability, completeness or authenticity of any information or material contained in this resource. Any use or 

reliance on such information is at a person’s own risk. The VBA accepts no liability whatsoever for any direct, indirect, or 

consequential loss or damage any person may suffer arising out of or in connection with the access or use of this resource (including 

any third-party material included in this resource).  
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