VICTORIAN
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AUTHORITY

BUILDING PRACTICE NOTE

Fire Safety FS-01 | Monitoring of Sprinkler Systems in Class 9a
Health-care Buildings

Audience
The audience/s for this Practice Note include/s:

Architects/ Designers Owner Builders

Builders Plumbers

Building Surveyors/ Inspectors 0 Real Estate Management Agents
Engineers Trades and Maintenance (inc. Electricians)

O Home Owners / Residential Tenants

Purpose

The purpose of this Practice Note is to describe the requirements referenced in Specification 20,
clause VIC S20C8 of the Victorian Appendix to Volume One of the NCC 2022, which provides a
concession not to monitor smoke detection and alarm systems in Class 9a health-care buildings,
where the building has a sprinkler system connected to a fire station or other approved monitoring
service in accordance with this practice note.

The content below provides guidance on:

e Connection of sprinkler system to a fire station or other approved monitoring service.

Abbreviations & Definitions

The abbreviations and definitions set out below are for guidance only. They are not intended to vary
those set out in the Building Act 1993 or the Building Regulations 2018 or the National Construction
Code

e ActivFire listed — A product approved and listed in the ActivFire Scheme Register of Fire
Protection Equipment maintained by the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation, Division of Materials Science and Engineering (CSIRO-MSE).

e AS - Australian Standard

e ASE - Alarm Signalling Equipment

e FRV - Fire Rescue Victoria

e NCC — National Construction Code

¢ RBS — Relevant Building Surveyor

e Regulations — Building Regulations 2018

e Sprinkler alarm switch — A device capable of sending an electrical signal to activate an
alarm when a sprinkler head is activated (e.g. a flow switch).
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Connection of Sprinkler System to a Fire Station or other Approved Monitoring Service

System design

The sprinkler installation must comply with the requirements of the NCC for a Class 9a health-care
building except as follows:

Connection to fire station or monitoring service

Connection of the sprinkler system to a fire station or other approved monitoring service must be via
a sprinkler alarm switch connected to ASE complying with AS 1670.3 and AS 4428.6. The alarm
signalling equipment must be installed:

e Within or adjacent to the fire brigade panel enclosure.
¢ In a secure accessible position.
¢ In a weatherproof housing, if located externally.

Sprinkler alarm switches must be ActivFire listed.
Indication at the fire brigade panel

Any signal from the alarm signalling equipment must also be audible and visible at the fire brigade
panel to indicate that the alarm signalling equipment is in operation.

Certificate of Acceptance

A Certificate of Acceptance and report must be completed by the RBS responsible for issuing the
building permit. The Certificate and report must be received by the Chief Officer of FRV before the
final connection of the alarm is made to a fire station or other approved monitoring service.

The Certificate of Acceptance must be in accordance with the form provided in — Appendix 1 and
must include the details of the person who has commissioned the sprinkler system.

Related Documentation

e Building Act 1993

¢ Building Regulations 2018

e National Construction Code 2022

e AS 1670.3 — 2018 Fire detection, warning, control, and intercom systems — System design,
installation, and commissioning — Part 2: Fire alarm monitoring.

e AS 4428.6:2018 Fire detection, warning, control, and intercom systems - Control and
indicating equipment - Alarm signalling equipment.

List of Amendments

o Update of NCC references to align with the new 2022 referencing system
o Update of Australian Standard references to current versions
o Update format and content review

Document history

Sector Building
Category Fire Safety
Topic Monitoring of Sprinkler Systems in Class 9a Health-care Buildings

Document number 01
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Version 1.0
Superseded o ;(r)i%tlce Note PN-07 Residential Fire Safety Systems issued June
Published 19 March 2024

Contact Us

If you have a technical enquiry, please email technicalenquiry@vba.vic.gov.au or call 1300
815 127.

Victorian Building Authority
Goods Shed North

733 Bourke Street

Docklands VIC 3008

www.vba.vic.qgov.au

Copyright and Disclaimer

Copyright

© 2021 Victorian Building Authority (VBA). This publication must not be copied, reproduced,
published, adapted, or communicated by any person without the VBA's prior written consent or
as permitted by the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth)

Disclaimer

The information set out in the VBA’s resources is for general information purposes and guidance
only. It is a reader’s responsibility to obtain independent advice in respect of the application of
legislation, a technical instruction or industry standard relevant to their circumstances. A person’s
use of the VBA'’s resources is not a substitute for obtaining independent advice. While we have
made every attempt to ensure our resources contain correct information at the date of
publication, the VBA makes no warranty or representation that its resources are error free. To the
extent permitted by applicable laws, the VBA, its employees, agents and consultants exclude any
and all liability whatsoever for any direct, indirect, incidental, special or consequential loss or
damage a person may suffer arising out of or in connection with the access and use of the VBA’s
resources’(including any third-party material included in these resources).’
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Appendix 1 - Certificate of Acceptance form

CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE FOR FIRE ALARM CONNECTION'

TO: The Chief Officer, Fire Rescue Victoria
AdAress Of BUITAING: ....c.ooveeiie ettt e ettt e st st e ettt e s st saese st e b et aasaaestesessasansesaseneannses

........................................................................................................................................... Postcode: ....ovveevrerercnnns
OWNEIT ettt et et et e bbb s et e s s et e ae et eaeeae e R e e aeeaeeR e e be SRt she SRt sheae e nE e e et e Re e Re Rt e et e s e b ennenteneas
Building Classification: ........ccccveveveiienenencenieinrenen BUIIAING USE: .ottt st
RV =Y o Yo o ol [ TR

The sprinkler system was commissioned by:

AGAIESS: vttt ettt sttt et e s et e e st es e s e es e sbeses s ase ses b esere e R e sentee e Rt ee e ReA e Rt eeReR et et aes s et e R sen A esene et sen st ere e tesenn
Telephone: ... EMQil AQAIESS ..ottt ettt et sttt st s e r b eas e enen
| have assessed the sprinkler system documentation, and | am satisfied that the sprinkler system has been

installed, inspected, and tested in accordance with the applicable parts of the relevant Standard(s) and will
perform the function for which it has been installed.

SIBNEA: i e e e e D =PRSS
NV 0 =TT
Building Practitioner’s Registration NUMDET: ..........cci ettt et ee et st st et setesrenanns
(0] 007 0= o 1Y/ TSN
ADAIESS: ..ottt sttt e ettt e et b e s R R e e SRR b e e SRR e SRR b e bt R e e R seReE et aeaeae et rer et neee
Telephone: .....ceceveceeeeeeceseceans EMQil ADAIESS ..vovievieeece ettt ettt s e v et sr e b srenens
Notes:

1To be completed by the relevant building surveyor responsible for issuing the building permit.

2 Include the report number if the Chief Officer has issued a report for the building permit (under
regulation 129 of the Building Regulations 2018).



